CHRONOLOGY 

1895  Bom  in  Poughkeepsie,  New  York. 

1914  Student  at  George  Washington  Univer¬ 
sity  and  Corcoran  School  of  Art,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C. 

1917  Student  at  Pennsylvania  Academy  of 
the  Fine  Arts,  Philadelphia. 

1919  Returned  to  Pennsylvania  Academy  of 
Fine  Arts.  Awarded  Cresson  traveling  fel¬ 
lowship  to  Europe. 

1921  Paris,  student  at  Ecole  des  Beaux- Arts, 
Grand  Chaumiere,  and  Academie  Ranson. 

1924  Exhibited  Salon  d'Automne  and  Salon 
des  Independants. 

1925  Exhibited  Salon  des  Printemps. 

1935  First  one-man  show,  Galerie  Bonjean, 
Paris. 

1940  Returned  to  America  when  Nazis  in¬ 
vaded  Paris.  United  States  trip  with  Henrv 
Miller. 

1947  One-Man  Exhibition,  Santa  Barbara 
Museum  of  Art,  California. 

1948  Taught  at  New'  School  for  Social  Re¬ 
search,  New  York. 

1949  Visiting  artist  at  Yale  University,  New 
1  laven,  and  Brooklyn  Museum  School, 
New  York. 

1951  Artist  in  residence,  American  Acade¬ 
my,  Rome. 

1954  Taught  at  Art  Students  League,  New 
York. 

1955  One-Man  Exhibition,  Chicago  Institute 
of  Art.  Elected  member.  The  American 
Academy  of  Arts  &  Letters,  New  York. 

1956  Distinguished  Visiting  Professor,  Art 
Department,  Michigan  Statue  University. 

1958  Elected  member.  National  Institute  of 
Arts  and  Letters,  New'  York. 

1959  Retrospective  Exhibition  circulated  by 
American  Federation  of  Arts. 

1962  Exhibited  in  Russia  with  a  selected 
group  of  American  artists. 

1964  Exhibited  "The  Last  Judgement  Tryp- 
tych".  New'  York  World's  Fair. 

Exhibition,  Edinburgh  International  Festival, 
Scotland. 

1965  Elected  member.  The  Royal  Academy, 
London. 

1966  One-Man  Exhibition,  National  Collec¬ 
tion  of  Fine  Arts,  Washington,  D.C. 

1967  Exhibition,  auspices  of  U.S.  Embassy. 
Invitation  of  Art  Vivant,  Musee  des  Au¬ 
gustin,  Toulouse,  France. 
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1977  Flonorary  Degree  for  Humanity,  Michi¬ 
gan  State  University. 

"Tapestry'",  Palm  Springs  Desert  Museum, 
California. 

One-Man  Exhibition,  Guild  Hall,  East 
Hampton. 

"Our  America"  Exhibition,  Parrish  Museum, 
Southampton,  New'  York. 

"Paris-New  York,"  Centre  Georges  Pompi¬ 
dou,  Paris,  France. 

1978  Died,  February  14. 

"Four  Decades  of  Abraham  Rattner,"  Ken¬ 
nedy  Galleries,  New  York. 

"Abraham  Rattner,'  J.  and  C.  Mitchell  Foun¬ 
dation,  Mt.  Vernon,  Illinois. 

Abraham  Rattner  Memorial,  American 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Letters,  New  York. 

1979  "The  American  View',"  C.  H.  MacNider 
Museum,  Mason  City,  Iowa. 

"West  '79/The  Law,"  Minnesota  Museum  of 
Art,  St.  Paul. 

"The  American  Scene,"  University  Gallery  of 
Art,  University  of  Florida,  Gainesville 


PUBLIC  COLLECTIONS 

Albright-Knox  Art  Gallery,  Buffalo, 

New  York 

Baltimore  Museum  of  Art,  Maryland 
Bezalel  Museum,  Israel 
Brandeis  University,  Waltham, 

Massachusetts 

Butler  Institute  of  American  Art,  Youngs¬ 
town,  Ohio 

Chicago  Institute  of  Art, Illinois 
Cornell  University,  ithaca.  New'  York 
Dartmouth  College,  Hanover, 

New  Hampshire 
Des  Moines  Art  Center,  Iowa 
Detroit  Institute  of  Arts,  Michigan 
Fort  Worth  Art  Center,  Texas 
Hirshhom  Museum  and  Sculpture  Garden, 
Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.C. 
Marquette  University,  Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin 

Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  New  York 
Michigan  State  University,  East  Lansing 
Minneapolis  Museum  of  Art,  Minnesota 
Musee  jeu  de  Paume,  Paris,  France 
National  Museum  of  American  Art,  Smith¬ 
sonian  Institute,  Washington,  D.C. 

Newark  Museum,  New' Jersey 
Northern  Arizona  University,  Flagstaff 
Pennsylvania  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts, 
Philadelphia 

Philadephia  Museum  of  Art,  Pennsylvania 
Phillips  Gallery,  Washington,  D.C. 

St.  Louis  City  Art  Museum,  Missouri 
Santa  Barbara  Museum  of  Art,  California 
University  of  Illinois,  Urbana 
University  of  Nebraska,  Lincoln 
University  of  Oklahoma,  Norman 
Vassar  College,  Poughkeepsie,  New' York 
Vatican  Museum  of  Contemporary'  Art, 

Rome,  Italy 

Wadsw'orth  Atheneum,  Hartford,  Connec¬ 
ticut 

Walker  Art  Center,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota 
Washington  University,  St.  Louis,  Missouri 
Whitnev  Museum  of  American  Art,  New  York 
Williams  College,  W'illiamstow'n,  Massachusetts 
Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Connecticut 
among  many  other  collections 
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1.  FISHER  BOY  STUDY  II,  1948 

Watercolor;  26  Vi  x  2OV2  inches;  signed  lower  left:  "Rattner  '48' 


2.  HEAD  OF  A  GIRL,  1964 

Watercolor;  20  x  13  inches;  signed  lower  left:  "Rattner/'64" 


Abraham  Rattner  was  a  deeply  spiritual 
man,  moved  by  feelings  of  compassion  and 
outraged  by  injustice  and  war.  These  power¬ 
ful  emotions  are  characterized  in  his  painting 
by  ferocious,  jagged  lines  and  brilliant  color. 
Living  in  Paris  between  the  World  Wars, 
Rattner  was  associated  with  the  avant  garde 
art  movement  and  was  especially  influenced 
bv  the  works  of  the  Cubists  and  Expression¬ 
ists.  Just  as  his  mature  style  developed  from 
this  artistic  milieu,  his  religious  heritage  was 
its  counterpart  in  endowing  his  painting  with 
its  inner  meaning.  Rattner  found  the  proto- 
tvpes  for  subjects  of  contemporary  life  in 
Biblical  literature.  He  was  disturbed  by  the 
precarious  balance  between  man  and  nature 
and  even  direct  observations  of  the  people 
and  landscape  in  his  own  immediate 
surroundings  become  apocalyptic  visions 
expressed  through  his  turbulent  style.  The 
interplay  of  line  and  color  conveying  his 
ideals  achieves  the  luminosity  of  stained 
glass,  and  places  Abraham  Rattner  among 
the  foremost  colorists  of  American  twentieth 
century  art. 
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3.  THREE  HEADS,  1948 

Watercolor;  17%  x  23%  inches;  signed  lower  left:  "Rattner/'48" 


4.  PARADE,  1967 

Watercolor;  22 'A  x  26*  2  inches;  signed  lower  left:  "Rattner/'67" 


5.  PITTSBURGH  WITH  HENRY  MILLER,  I94O 

Watercolor;  11  x  14  inches;  signed  lower  left:  "Rattner" 


6.  GIRL  AND  BOUQUET  OF  FLOWERS,  1954 

Watercolor;  17  x  19  inches;  signed  lower  left:  "Rattner" 


7.  BY  THE  SEA  -  COMPOSITION,  1961 
Oil  crayon;  10%  x  14  inches;  signed  lower  left:  "Rattner  '61" 


8.  CITY  RIOT,  1967 

Watercolor;  15  x  21 1  '2  inches;  signed  lower  right:  "Rattner  67” 


9-  CITY  OF  ETERNAL  VIGILANCE,  1976 

Watercolor;  8V2  x  IIV2  inches;  signed  lower  left:  "Rattner" 


10.  GARGOYLE  MOTIF  IN  FLAMES,  1961 

Watercolor;  8%  x  12  inches;  signed  lower  right:  "Rattner  61" 


11.  STUDY  FOR  STAINED  GLASS  WINDOW  DETAIL,  i960 
Watercolor;  13%  x9%  inches;  signed  lower  left:  "Rattner" 


12.  THE  EXPRESS  HIGHWAY  IN  FOUR  SKETCHES,  194O 
Watercolor;  ll3/4  x9  inches;  signed  lower  left:  "Rattner" 


EXHIBITION  LISTING 

Buchanan,  (U.S.A.  with  Henry  Miller) 
1940,  watercolor;  11  x  14  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattmer" 

By  the  Sea-Composition,  1961,  PI.  7 
Crayon;  10%  x  14  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner  '61'' 

Study  for  Chimera,  1960 
Watercolor;  25 Vi  x  191/)  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner” 

The  City  #1  (Study),  1943 
Watercolor;  14%  x  10%  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner" 

The  City  #2  (Study) 

Watercolor;  14%  x  10%  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner" 

City  in  Flames-Riot,  1967 
Watercolor;  177*  x  23  inches 
Signed  lower  right:  "Rattner  67" 

City  of  Eternal  Vigilance,  1976,  PL  9 
Watercolor;  8V2  x  IIV2  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner" 

City  Riot,  1967,  PI.  8 
Watercolor;  14%  x  21%  inches 
Signed  lower  right:  "Rattner  67" 

Cloudy  Day  in  the  City 

Watercolor;  I6V2  x  13%  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner" 

Clown,  1964 
Drawing;  15  x  22  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner  64" 

Country  Town  Landscape,  1949 
Crayon  and  ink;  11%  x  17V2  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner  '49" 
Ducktown  Landscape,  Tennessee 
(U.S.A.  with  Henry  Miller),  1940 
Watercolor;  11  x  14%  inches 
Signed  lower  middle:  "Rattner  '40" 

The  Express  Highway  in  Four  Sketches 
(U.S.A.  with  Henry  Miller),  1940,  PI.  12 
Watercolor;  11%  x  87/s  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner" 

The  Fall  of  Icarus,  1968 
Gouache;  24  x  187*  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner  '68" 

Fisher  Boy  Study  II,  1948,  PL  1 
Watercolor;  2614  x  2OV2  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner  '48" 
Gargoyles,  1950 
Watercolor;  9  x  IIV2  inches 
Signed  lower  right:  "Rattner" 

Gargoyle  Motif  in  Flames,  1961,  PL  10 
Watercolor;  8%  x  12  inches 
Signed  lower  right:  "Rattner  61" 


Girl  and  Bouquet  of  Flowers,  1954,  PL  6 
Watercolor;  19  x  17  inches  sgt. 

Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner" 

Hands  from  the  Last  Judgement,  1948 
Watercolor;  IIV2  x  17  inches 
Signed  lower  right:  "Rattner" 

Head  of  a  Girl,  1964 
Watercolor;  20  x  13  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner/'64" 

In  the  Mirror,  1961 
Mixed  media;  14  x  10%  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner/61" 

Last  Judgement,  V-38-16,  1954 
Ink;  23%  x  17V2  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner  '54" 

Log  Cabins  (U.S.A.  with  Henry  Miller) 
1940,  watercolor;  IIV2  x  17Vs  inches 
Signed  lower  right:  "Rattner  '40" 

Lot's  Wife,  the  Pillar  of  Salt,  1963 
Ink;  10  x  13%  inches 
Signed  lower  right:  "Rattner  63" 
Maccabees 

Ink;  8  x  11  inches 

Signed  lower  right:  "Rattner" 

Moses  and  the  Burning  Bush,  1950 
Watercolor;  9  x  IIV2  inches 
Signed  lower  right:  "Rattner" 

Near  Mobile  (U.S.A.  with  Henry  Miller) 
1940,  watercolor;  IOV2  x  13V2  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner/1940" 
Night  Sea  Storm  (Study),  1964 
Ink;  12%  x  16%  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner  64" 

Parade,  1967,  PL  4 
Watercolor;  2214  x  26 V2  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner/'67" 
Phantoms  of  Dreams,  1971 
Watercolor 

Signed  lower  right:  "Rattner  71" 

The  Pier  II,  1950 

Gouache;  14V4  x  21 V2  inches 
Signed  lower  right:  "Rattner" 

The  Pier  #5, 1950 
Watercolor;  5x7  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner" 

Pillar  of  Salt,  1966 

Watercolor  and  ink;  IOV2  x  1372  inches 
Signed  lower  right:  "Rattner  '66" 
Pittsburgh  with  Henry  Miller,  1940,  PL  5 
Watercolor;  11  x  14  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner" 

Portrait  with  White  Veil,  1932 
Mixed  media;  1974  x  14  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner  32" 


Potato  Field,  1949 
Watercolor;  24  x  17%  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner  '49" 

The  Prophet,  1973 
Watercolor;  16  x  20  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner/73" 

Rain  Landscape,  1935 
Watercolor;  10%  x  14  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner" 

The  Rolling  Country 

Watercolor;  97z  x  1372  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner" 

Roof  Tops  at  Night 
Watercolor;  11  x  14%  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner" 

Sag  Harbor  Dump  (Study),  1964 
Watercolor;  18  x  23%  inches 
Signed  lower  right:  "Rattner  '64" 

Sag  Harbor  Dump  Hill,  1964 
Watercolor;  22%  x  24%  inches 
Signed  lower  right:  "Rattner/64" 

Samson  and  Delilah,  1969 
Gouache;  872  x  11  inches 
Signed  upper  right:  "Rattner  '69" 

The  Skyline  to  Elkton 

(U.S.A.  with  Henry  Miller),  1940 
Watercolor;  11  x  14  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner" 

Study  for  Stained  Glass  Window,  1960,  PI.  11 
Watercolor;  13%  x  9%  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner" 

St.  Francis,  1957 
Ink;  17  x  14  inches 
Signed  lower  middle:  "Rattner  '57" 

St.  Francis  Study  for  Mosaic,  1950 
Watercolor;  287/s  x  22  inches 
Signed  lower  right:  "Rattner  '50" 

Tapestry  Design  Menorah  and  Tablet,  1952 
Watercolor;  1372  x  16%  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner  '52" 

Three  Heads,  1948,  PI.  3 
Watercolor;  17%  x  23%  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner/'48" 
Waynsville  (U.S.A.  with  Henry  Miller) 
Gouache;  11  x  14  inches 
Signed  lower  left:  "Rattner" 

West  Ashville/North  Carolina 
(U.S.A.  with  Henry  Miller),  1940 
Watercolor;  11  x  14  inches 
Signed  lower  right:  "Rattner  '40" 
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